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3.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The study area for this project extends along Range Road between Mountain View Drive and Two Mile 
Hill Road, which is approximately 1.8km in length. The corridor bisects the neighbourhoods of Takhini 
North and West from Takhini East. As shown in Figure 3-1, m ajor destinations on  or adjacent to Range 
Road include private residences, Yukon University, Takhini Elementary School, Pepsi Softball Complex, 
Broomball, Takhini Arena, Government of Yukon offices,  Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and two new 
multi -family complexes currently under construction.  

Figure 3-1: Study area overview  

The corridor is classified as a neighbourhood collector road, with two motor vehi cle lanes, transit  
operating in the northbound direction , curbside parking  on both sides of the street,  and sidewalks on 
both sides  of the street for the majority of the corridor.  There are currently no designated cycling facilities  
As shown in Figure 3-2, the existing parking lane s on either side are delineated by a white painted line.  

 

Figure 3-2: Range Road Cross Section (Looking South)  
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Average daily t raffic volumes along Range Road are approximately 6,000 vehicles per day , based on 
intersection t urning movement counts conducted at Mountain View Drive  (May 2019) , Diep pe Drive (May 
and June 2019) and Two Mile Hill Road  (May 2020) .  

The a verage speed of vehicular traffic has also been studied between University Drive and Normandy 
Road ( north)  in May 2019, May 2018 and June 2016 . Average speeds were recorded for each hour  of the 
day. The data  shows that the average speed  during school zone hours is slower than other times in the 
day ; however , the average speed on the corridor is still above the speed limit  by 10 to 27% .  

The existing road right -of -way is approximately 20 m etres wide . There  are sidewalks along most of the 
corridor, except for  a gap along the east side of the street north of the softball complex . In addition to the 
crosswalks at  the  Mountain View Drive and Two Mile Hill Road intersections, there are two exis ting 
crosswalks located at Normandy Road (south) and Takhini Elementary School. There is n o dedicated 
cycling facility ; people biking were observed to generally ride on -street or on the sidewalks .  

Range Road is current served by transit routes #5 and 6 in  the northbound direction only. There are 4 bus 
stops along the corridor , located  at Normandy Road (south), Rhine Way, Takhini Elementary School, and 
the Yukon Young Offenders Facility. Three  buses are served per hour during morning and afternoon peak 
hour s, while one bus is served per hour during the midday  period .  

Historically,  low  parking  utilization was observed  for on -street parking  at most times of the day , with the 
exception of high utilization  for specific events held at Takhini Arena and the Softball Centre . Off-street 
parking is provided at all facilities  along the Range Road study area . During a September 2020 site visit, 
on -street parking usage was observed  at the locations highlighted in red  in Figure 3-3. Short term 
parking activity was observed at Takhini Elementary school, mainly north of the existing marked 
crosswalk, during morning drop -off and afternoon pick -up periods.  

 

  

Figure 3-3: Locations observed with on -street parking usage  
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At the Rhine Way and University Way intersections, Option 1 features a ne w northbound left -turn lane to 
improve traffic operation s with an opposing median island for traffic calming. Left turn lanes are also 
provided at Normandy Road (north) / Vimy Place for both northbound and southbound  traffic .  

Additionally, the bi -directio nal  protected  bicycle lane  connects directly to the existing off -street multi -
use path way  north (east) of Mountain View Drive, as well as the proposed off -street multi -use path way  
south of Two Mile Hill Road.  

 

5.2 DESIGN OPTION 2  
Design Option 2 features a  unidirectional  protected bicycle lane on each side of Range Road , with a 
narrow (0.3 m etres ) buffer for protection from traffic and a wider buffer (0.9 m etres ) adjacent to the 
parking lane to buffer from the door zone.  The narrow buffer creates limitations to the  type of physical 
buffer treatment can be use d , and the amount of space available for snow storage. The protected bicycle 
lanes are also constrained to absolute minimum widths at 1.5  m etres  wide, making the snow removal 
procedures more complex.  

The protected bicycle lane s on both sides of Range Road transition to multi -use pathways south of 
Normandy Road (south) towards the Two Mile Hill Road intersection. Left turn bays or median islands 
cannot be provided throughout the corridor within the existing curb -to -curb width with this option . The 
bicycle lanes  end at Mountain View Drive, and northbound cyclists are required to cross the street to 
continue on the m ulti -use pathway on the west side of Range Road.  

 

  

Figure 5-2: Design Option 2 Cross Section  
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